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New life was given to the movement in the middle of 1909, when two
deputations1 were authorised to proceed to England and India respectively,
to cultivate public opinion there and to seek assistance. As the delegates were
on the point of leaving, the majority of them were arrested and imprisoned
as passive resisters, doubtless with the intention of preventing the departure of
the remainder. But the community insisted that the deputations should go. In
England, interest in the question was strongly revived, and, as Transvaal Minis-
ters were there at the time in connection with the Draft Act of Union, the
Imperial authorities strove to effect a settlement; but General Smuts proved
obdurate, and flatly declined to remove the statutory racial bar and substitute
for it general legislation, though it was clear that the Asiatic Act was doomed.
The deputation, which had been led by Mr. Gandhi, therefore returned to
South Africa, having accomplished only a part of what it had hoped to achieve,
but having arranged for a body of volunteers who undertook to collect funds
and keep the subject before the public.
The deputation to India, heralded by the tragic death of Nagappen
shortly after his release from prison, was of a different character. Mr. Polak,
who was the sole remaining delegate, placed himself unreservedly in the hands of
the Hon. Mr. Gokhale, whose Servants of India Society arranged for meetings to
be held in every part of the country, from Bombay to Rangoon, from Madras
to Lahore. Tremendous enthusiasm was aroused, Indian patriotic pride in the
sufferers in South Africa was awakened, and funds were energetically collected
following the example of Mr. Ratan J. Tata, some £10,000 being contributed
for the maintenance of the struggle, ruling princes sending generous subscrip-
tions. All sections of the people united in demanding the intervention of the
Imperial Government, and at the historic session of the Imperial Council at
Calcutta, the Government of India announced its acceptance of Mr. Gokhale's
resolution, unanimously supported, to take powers to prohibit the further re-
cruitment of indentured labour in India for Natal. After a thirteen months*
campaign, India had been educated on the South African Indian question to a
degree that aroused the attention and anxiety of the Home authorities, and
when angry protests came from every part of the country against the Trans-
vaal Government's action in deporting to India large numbers of Passive
Resisters (many of them born in South Africa), with the object of breaking up
the movement, the Imperial Government, upon the urgent representations of
the Government of India, successfully implored the Transvaal—and, subse-
quently, the Union—Administration to cease to deport. The deportees subse-
quently returned to South Africa, but with the loss of Narayansamy, who
died at Dclagoa Bay after having been unlawfully denied a landing anywhere
in British territory.
* Vide Vol. IX.

